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Worship
& Learn
with Us

Sunday Worship Services:

10 :45  A .M.
in the sanctuary

The Season of Lent
Folks,
The weather is warming, the days are longer, and the season of
Lent is upon us! It’s a beautiful time of reflection where we
prepare our hearts for the good news of Easter Sunday by
reminding ourselves of our continual need for God’s saving grace
and provision. During these six weeks, our sermon series will
follow the Israelites as they journey through the wilderness
toward the promised land. They were constantly confronted with
their own faults and failures and shown that they could never
make it to their destination apart from daily reliance upon God.
During all of the March madness that competes for your attention,
I hope you’ll be purposeful in finding time to look for how God is
showing up to sustain you day after day.

Grace and Peace,
Greg Morgan

Adult Sunday School
9:45 A .M.

Newsletter

Children’s Sunday School

9:45 A .M.
in c lassrooms

*Child care is available
during the classrooms
during Sunday Service*



Getting to Know
Pastor Greg

What are some of  your favor i te
aspects  of  ministry?

Do you have any hobbies or  act iv i t ies
you enjoy in your f ree t ime?

How do you l ike to connect  wi th the
congregat ion outs ide of  Sunday services?

Dive into Pastor  Greg 's

t reasure t rove of

answers to our deep

(and not-so-deep)

quest ions!

There are two aspects  of  ministry  that  I  t reasure above everything e lse .  The f i rs t
is  get t ing the opportuni ty  to be part  of  y ’a l l ’ s  l ives .  From cheer ing on your

kiddos at  soccer  games to doing homebound vis i ts  for  your parents  to going out
to dinner wi th you and your spouse ,  I  love every minute of  i t !  The second is

get t ing to preach the Word of  God every week!

I  have a few hobbies that  I ’ve rea l ly  got ten into over  the last  year  or  two.  I ’ve
star ted learning acoust ic  gui tar ,  and absolute ly  love i t !  I  pract ice a lmost  every
day ,  but  I ’m not  a l l  that  good yet  (a l though I  can play Wonderwal l ! ) .  I  a lso have
gotten into hik ing!  Wel l ,  I  want  to .  And I ’ve p layed a couple of  rounds of  gol f

and real ly  enjoyed mysel f ,  so I  hope to do more of  that  as  wel l !

My favor i te  way to connect  wi th congregat ion members outs ide
of  Sunday worship is  to do stuf f  together ,  whether  that  be going

to a  local  footbal l  or  basketbal l  game ,  going to t ry  a  new
restaurant ,  or  even explor ing some hidden feature of  Texarkana.



What is  your favor i te  meal  or
comfort  food?

What  B ib le  verse or  scr ipture has
part icular ly  shaped your fa i th and ministry?

Do you have a favor i te  hol iday or
season of  the year?

How can our congregat ion support
you in your ministry?

My favor i te  meal  is  def ini te ly  pizza!  I f  we want  to get  into speci f ics ,  my
favor i te  topping is  pepperoni  (prosciut to i f  I ’m feel ing fancy) ,  and my three

favor i te  s ty les  are New York ,  Detroi t ,  and Tavern.

Galat ians 1 : 10 has been especia l ly  format ive for  me as a  pastor .  I t
helps me remember that  my job is  not  to appease people or  make

everyone happy but  rather  to serve God fa i thful ly .

My favor i te  hol iday/season is  def ini te ly  Chris tmas!  Whether  i t  be f rom the
smel l  of  f resh baked sugar  cookies ,  carols  r inging through the speakers in
reta i l  s tores ,  beaut i fu l  l ights  l ight ing up the night  sky ,  or  focus on giv ing
rather  than receiv ing ,  there is  such an abundance of  joy that  f i l l s  the a i r !

The biggest  th ing the congregat ion can do to support  me in my ministry
is  to be pat ient  and have grace .  I  may occasional ly  appear  wise beyond
my years ,  but  at  the end of  the day I  am st i l l  just  30 years  o ld .  I ’m st i l l
very young and I  s t i l l  have a lot  to learn .  I ’ l l  make mistakes .  I ’ l l  forget

things .  I ’ l l  say the wrong thing.  I ’ l l  make decis ions that  people don ’ t  agree
with .  I  won ’ t  a lways have the answers .  My prayer  is  that  y ’a l l  as  the
church wi l l  pat ient ly  walk a longside me so that  we can grow in this

journey together .



How it Came to Be
In  2011 ,  F i rs t  Methodist  Church was
struggl ing .  At tendance was down,
and membership had dwindled to
only about  15  congregants .  Whi le
these congregants  were fa i thful  in
their  work to keep the church going ,
they faced a major  issue:  d is t r ic t
leaders sa id F i rs t  Church lacked a
miss ion ,  therefore a  purpose ,  and
even insinuated that  wi thout  these
elements ,  the church ’s  future would
be ca l led into quest ion.  

Long t ime congregant  Mary
O’Farre l l  could not  bear  to see the
demise of  her  church ,  so she
answered the ca l l  and star ted Mary ’s
Closet .  What  s tar ted as a  one
woman miss ion in 2011  has spread
to a downtown staple that  has
blessed thousands of  people in need
in our community .  Not  long af ter
opening ,  other  women jo ined Mary ,
and the program grew.
Remembering the miss ion ’s
beginning ,  O ’Farre l l  recounts ,  “The
closet  rea l ly  took of f  around 2015 ,
and on Sunday ,  January 1 ,  2017 ,
Pastor  Mike Akin of f ic ia l ly  dedicated
the c loset ,  and the s ign was p laced
on the outs ide of  the bui ld ing . ”

Mary’s Closet



How it Works
Mary ’s  Closet  col lects  and organizes donated c lothing and household i tems to
people in need.  The c loset  operates l ike a  s tore ,  and impover ished community
members can come shop without  spending any money and without  los ing any
digni ty .   “We serve anybody ,  needy and disenfranchised ,  we don ’ t  turn anybody or
anything away , ”  O ’Farre l l  says .  

The c loset  operates on Tuesdays .  Volunteers  take in donat ions ,  organize them in
the downstairs  intake room,  and arrange them in the upsta irs  s tore room. I f
furni ture i tems are donated ,  or  i f  a  large amount of  i tems are donated ,  volunteers
can come pick them up in the c loset ’ s  van ,  wi th the help of  workers  f rom the
Restorat ion of  Hope pro ject .  

Community members are able to shop between 10 :00 a .m.  and 3 :00 p .m.  Due to i ts
proximity to Randy Sams Outreach Shel ter  and Salvat ion Army Food Distr ibut ion
Center ,  Mary ’s  Closet  is  able to easi ly  provide much needed aid to those in need
in the downtown area .  Volunteers  say that  ass is t ing the shoppers wi th their
se lect ions is  one of  the more rewarding parts  of  the job .

How You Can Get Involved
There are severa l  ways that  F i rs t  Church members can fur ther  the miss ion of
Mary ’s  Closet .  Col lect ing donated i tems f rom your own home,  or  f r iends and
neighbors is  one way.  Volunteer ing at  the c loset  on Tuesdays is  another .  Mrs .
O ’Farre l l  encourages a l l  members to part ic ipate ,  even i f  they are not  able to
commit  to weekly volunteer ing :  “We would love to have anyone.  A volunteer  can
do as l i t t le  or  as  much as they want  to . ”  



Youth in Action

Mary ’s  Closet  is
a lways in need of
men ’s  c lothing.  I f

you have any i tems
you would l ike to
donate br ing them

on a Tuesday or  ca l l
Mary O’Farre l l

Francie Hayes and
her f r iends

gathered i tems for
Mary ’s  Closet  as  a

Sadie Pro ject  at
school .



ADULT BIBLE
STUDY

with Pastor  Greg

The Book of
Genesis
star t ing

MARCH 20TH

PRAYER
MINISTRY

Are you interested in
joining others to pray

over our weekly
prayer  requests?

Contact  Sharon Ward
at  903-244-5006 for
more informat ion.

Hymn Circle
Connect  wi th others
and learn about  the
history and bib l ica l

basis  of  each Sunday ’s
upcoming hymns.

Contact  Tonja  Hays
at  870-703-5746

Kairos
PRISON
MINISTRY

A ministry  that  a ims to
address the spir i tua l

needs of  incarcerated
people and their

fami l ies .

Contact  Paul  Quinn at
redcat4@earthl ink .net   
for  more informat ion.

Growing in Our Faith



Carol Anne Hart ,  age 67,  passed away peaceful ly on
February 9,  2025,  after a courageous batt le with cancer.
Carol was born in Brit ish Columbia,  Canda, to her parents,
John and Joan Parr is  on May 21 ,  1957.  

She was a lab tech at Wadley Regional Medical Center for
40 years.  She was a Christ ian by faith and attended First
United Methodist Church. She enjoyed helping her church
by volunteering with Mary’s Closet .  She was a very calm,
happy woman who loved to teach others to ‘Do No Harm.’
She was preceded in death by her parents.

She is  survived by her husband, Steve Hart ;  her chi ldren
and stepchi ldren,  Tracy Henderson, Cynthia Hart ,  and
partner,  Kurt Perry,  Jennifer Teer,  and husband, Drew; her
grandchi ldren,  Beleigh Henderson, Bretton Rodforn,  Ethan
Perry,  Hudson Perry,  and Conner Perry;  and one great-
grandchi ld,  Pasley Spruel l .

In Memorium
Carol   wil l  a lways be remembered by

the members  of  First  Methodist
Church as  a  kind soul  who loved to
help others .  She began volunteering
with Mary ’s  Closet  on her days off
before she ret ired ,  and continued
this  work for  many years .  She also
led the youth Sunday School  c lass .

Her giving nature and her calm
spir it  wil l  continue to inspire  us .    

Obituary





Pastor Greg’s 
Welcome Celebration



Run the Line



Celebrations
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1   Br ian Steed

   Susan Warmack

   Karen Wi l l iams

3  Ed Eichler

5   Mark Hlavinka

8  Luke Muel ler

9  Hol ly  Dickeson

11  Courtney Waldrep

    Wi l l  Hlavinka

17 Kat ie  Carter

18 Bever ly  Tye

19 Kat ie  Dewolfe

    Caeci l ie  Spyres

20 Cody Morgan

    Er ica Cain

21  Debbie Fowler

25 Reese White

27 Judy Smith

28 Zach Dunbar

Do you have a ce lebrat ion to share? A bir thday ,  anniversary ,
bapt ism,  wedding ,  or  b ir th? Emai l  hol lydickeson1@gmai l .com 


